Black /Hi

ispanic Achievers Program

at YMCA prepares students for adult life

BY MARGARET BRILLER

uilding leadership skills

in teens during the

years they're seeking
peor acceptance is difficult,
but Viola Rembert and a ded-
icated team of adult mentors
are up to the task,

Rembern, dircctor of community scr-
vices for the YMOA of Greater
Clevelamd, oversees the Black/Hispanic
Achicvers Prograum that encowrages all
stuwdents with a focns on African
American and Hizspanic siudents = o
pursue  higher education and career
3::-.:|'I'~. Curment stalesies show' low L':.ill.hl-
ation rates and college entriance [or these
two populations locally and nationally.

The  Black/Hispanic  Achievers
Program strives to have an impact on
those pumbers. According to Rembert,
1t’s about teens becoming more empow-
ered in their career choices, espacially
choices  bevond  traditionul  carcers.
Students are encouraged to make deci-
sions by potting them in lendership roles
within the program thot will give them
the wols pecessary 0 achieve in the
future.

“This 15 why | love my joh so0 much,”
Rermbert said, “The YMCA has the tools
e pariner wath shools, businesses dnd
oy groups (o assist students who want
1 oo o college prepare themselves.”

The pehievers program connects feens
from grades 8 through [2 with caring
widualt achicvers and proactive corporate
sponsors that are loeoking for wavs o
impact their future work force.

Adult achievers' menlor are
mized cach vear at the annuel recognition
and scholarship luncheon, which honors
African American. and Hispanic adulis
from the community who serve as posi-
tive pole moedels for students within the
program. The luncheon also raises funds

recog-
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ThE Blachﬂ-llspuml: A[:hleuers F"mgr:lm leach&s I-m{.'-emhu:l and empuwennenl StudL-rlts

attended a youth rally in Washington, D.C.

to support scholirships for studenes
iteresled in pl.l:i:ll_l.'. L] 1,:';_!-”-.::.:!’.

“Menoring makes such a difference
in o Remben
“Statistics from o national mentoring
l\.hrb"itlu.l"illil:'ill inchicnle that 46 percent il
students who sre mentored are less like-
Iy to o drugs; 5% percent are more lke-
Iy o pet betber prodes; 73 percent ore
more likely o raise their goals; 64 per-
cent develop o mare positive  aitude
towird school; 58 percent achieve high-
er grades. and 60 percent improove rela-
tionships with adults. There's prool that
il we work with kids in the right way,
then it will have a positive impact,”

[ :_:-I"I'q,,.n. H[IJIJLn:‘\. it JIEmP STt on thear
future as well as developing & positive
u.||a||1|.|Eq: aned charncier, Studens cun
participate in & number of acuvities that
<an help them reach their goals. Carcer
clusters in  business, engineerning, sci-
ence, law and govermment amd others
give student hands-on expoasure into the
real world of work, Teen court and the
youth in govemment programs allow
siudents 1o learn froan actively being

child's" life.™ sl

involved in those fields. Sunfems uike on
the roles of those careers amd leam lirst-
hand about being engaged citivens who
can have an ||:I|:l.:||.'l (h11] L||in_!.:.=. thit |1:||:||,'||.'||
in their communilies, The only require-
mient 3 leen most have o enrmll i the
program is o desire 1o achieve,

The program engages 200-504 stu-
dents pnmuallv, nccording 10 Rembert
“That number reflects the number of stu
dents participating in differcat evems
thit take place throughout the year, with
an average of 30 teens in our cofe Zroup
of tle achicvers program,”

Fembert siressed the imporance of
tha Ht:h."'k.'HiS.['lill:lH,‘ Achievers I-"||.|51:|.|r|
s o way Io conpect cniigs of the com-
munily o support young people s0 they
eikm reach tha 1:-::-:||x A er sl I:|1|.':.' g
our future,” IT we don's ensure their suc
cess pow, 11 will pdd ap to our foilures in
the Tuture,” O

:""IIIL' hil.il! L

For more information ard fow vou
can Aelp, call the YMCA af 216-263-
(Tl



